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BACKLER, Frank William 

 
Private, 1929 
Aged 18 
1st/6th (Cyclists) Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Monday, 8th February 1915 
Died of Illness  
Cemetery: Haverhill 
Aged 18 years 
 
Frank William Backler was born at 10 Primrose Hill, Haverhill, in 1897, the youngest 
son of eleven children of Warry Backler and Hannah Diggins. 
 
Warry and Hannah were married at St Mary’s Church Haverhill on 6th April 1876.  
Warry was the son of Charles Backler and Mary Ann Spicer.  Hannah was the 
daughter of Frederick Henry Diggins and Mary Jane Collet and she, like Warry, was 
born in 1859. 
 
When Frank left school he was apprenticed to the ironmongery at Mr B.H. Smith’s, 
like his older brother Ernest, and whose employ he left in 1914 to go to Messrs. Kent 
& Blaxill of High Street, Colchester. 
 
When the war broke out Frank enlisted at Ipswich, joining the 6th Battalion, Suffolk 
Regiment Cycling Corps, as Private No. 1929.  Frank was making satisfactory 
progress and was granted home leave for a few days early in 1915.  On returning to 
headquarters at Saxmundham he was kept under observation for six days.  He was 
subsequently transferred to the Isolation Hospital at Lowestoft, suffering from an 
attack of scarlet fever. 
 
The South-West Suffolk Echo of Saturday 13th Feb 1915 reported:  
 

The hand of death has this week claimed another soldier, although this 
time the cause arises not from a wound given by a German foe, but as 
the result of scarlet fever. The victim was the 18 years old son of Mr & 
Mrs W Backler of 10 Primrose Hill who succumbed to an attack of the 
malady named on Monday last, 8th February 1915. Deceased was a 
youth of quiet demeanour and generally liked by all with whom he was 
acquainted.   
 
The body was brought to Haverhill on Wednesday night, and the 
funeral took place at the Cemetery, the following afternoon, in the 
presence of a large gathering of sympathetic townspeople. 
 
The coffin was covered with a Union Jack on which rested deceased’s 
bayonet, belt and hat. 
 
At the termination of the service the firing party fired three volleys over 
the grave while the bugler sounded ‘The Last Post’. 
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Among the many floral tributes from family and friends was one inscribed:  
 

With fondest love to our dear Frank from father, mother, sisters and brothers. 
 
 
Frederick William Backler’s gravestone in Haverhill Cemetery. 
 

 
 

 
Frank and his brother Albert, who was to die in 
September 1916, are both remembered on the 
memorial in the Old Independent Church.  
 


